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BIAFRA: TIME FOR A BRITISH REVOLT 


Ten thousand people are now dying 
each day in Biafra from starvation, 
according to Dr Hermann Middlecoop, 
director of the World Council of 
Churches programme in Biafra. He 
estimates that 25,000 per day will be 
dying next month. 


To cope with the present level of 
starvation, Dr Middlecoop estimates 
that 1,000 tons of food per day are 
needed as a minimum, and 2,000 tons 
by the beginning of December. 


At the moment, however, less than 
200 tons of food per day is being 
flown in. And only 4,000 tons alto- 
gether has been flown into Biafra by 
the International Red Cross during 
the whole of its relief operation. 


Meanwhile, unannounced, the de- 
liberate policy of the British Govern- 
ment, in what it sees as a civil war 
within the sovereign Federation of 
Nigeria, is simply to wait for and help 
advance the moment when the break- 
away Ibo territory of Biafra is de- 
feated by military victory, or enforced 
Starvation, or both. 


Indefensible as this is, the British 
Government has arrived at its unre- 


NEXT WEEK 
Special lssue 
GENOCIDE 
IN BRAZIL 


pentant stance behind the policy of 
Federal Prime Minister Gowon, and 
his military lieutenants in the field, 
through a pragmatic balancing of 
eae self-interest and historic 
role. 


There is the desire to preserve British 
economic interests in Nigeria. Then 
there is the need to back the British- 
inspired federal “ democratic” struc- 
ture, and to “ honour ” the ‘“‘ defence ” 
agreement made with Nigeria at the 
time of independence. 


There is also the determination to 
maintain a claim on this part of West 
Africa—in competition with the Soviet 
Union, France, America, and no doubt 
other nations too—as a British 
“sphere of influence ”’. 


PARALLELS WITH VIETNAM 


Public anger in Britain against the 
Government’s policy has _ failed, 
nevertheless, to emerge so far as a 
further, jarring factor with which the 
Commonwealth Office (now Foreign 
Office) has to reckon. There are three 
main reasons for this. 


First, politicians and the “ respon- 
sible” press have made great play 
with the argument that Britain’s 
policy has always been to restrain the 
Federal Government from possible 
wilder excesses by extending its sup- 
port and so exercising its right to 
advise. 


This, we will remember, is, and 
always has been, Wilson’s argument 
for not condemning American action 
in Vietnam. 


Second, many people are reluctant to 
side, or appear to side, with Biafra. 


Ibos so obviously need food, not guns, 
and the Biafrans call for guns, not 
food. Biafran troops, too, have been 
guilty of atrocities. And Biafra itself 
seems to be supported by rather 
sinister commercial and _ political 
backers 


Again, though, it will be remembered 
that the Wilson Government for a 
long time used many people’s fears 
of appearing to support Viet Cong 
atrocities, or of seeming to side with 
Hanoi, in order to prevent the growth 
of opposition to its Vietnam policy. 


Third, there has been a dearth of 
public information on the state of the 
war in Nigeria and Biafra. There-can 
be no question that the British press, 
especially of late, has been sup- 
pressing news of the war, as John 
Wells pointed out in his now cele- 
brated Radio One interview—news 
which is widely printed in, for ex- 
ample, Europe and Ireland. 


Again, one remembers the battle that 
Bertrand Russell had in 1965 to 
establish beyond doubt that napalm 
and other chemical weapons, such as 
gas and defoliants, are in use in 
Vietnam. 


As we have argued before, however, 
in answer to the first point, the case is 
that Britain fully supports Federal 
Nigeria’s view of the war, and its 
policy of defeating Biafra as quickly 
as possible (‘“‘ The British Government 
has stood four-square with the 
Federal Military Government and will 
continue to do so”—Lord Shepherd 
of the Foreign Office). 

Therefore, the “ restraint” which the 
Government is said to be exercising 
is not such as to end or halt the 


Federal troops’ invasion of the Ibo 
heartland, but rather to urge that the 
Federal action be carried out swiftly 
in a “ civilised ” manner. 


And since this “restraint” has not 
prevented massacres, the strafing of 
villages, the bombing of hospitals, 
shooting at relief flights into Biafra, 
the blockade of relief ships, and the 
starvation to death of 10,000 people 
daily, its value can be seen as de- 
cidedly marginal. 


RESIST THE GOVERNMENT 


In response to the second point, we 
have to recognise and insist that, as 
with Vietnam, opposition to the 
British Government’s policy does not 
automatically entail complete sym- 
pathy for the political and military 
aims of Biafra, or indeed the 
National Liberation Front. 


Since the British Government, in 
pursuit of its neo-colonial policy, is 
supplying arms for the suppression by 
force of the Ibo people, it has to be 
resisted. 


If the Ibo people have been led 
astray by their leaders, the use of 
force against them has only united 
them behind these leaders, created 
useless bitterness and appalling 
suffering, and made almost impossible 
the chance that they might return one 
day willingly to the Federation. 

It is in dealing with the third point, 
however, that one can begin to see the 
possibility of a change of public 
attitude on Biafra. For just as the lull 
in news on Biafra has become almost 
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ZIONISM AND PEACE: ‘It Is 


our destiny to be In a 


state of continual warfare 


with the Arabs’ 


Moshe Dayan 
Blows The 


EDITORIAL NOTE 


When General Moshe Dayan, Israel’s Defence Minister, spoke to a 
graduating class from his Army’s staff college earlier this year, he 
wanted to give his new colleagues the benefit of a tough rationale for 
their military duties in face of continuing Arab hostility. 


Accordingly, the Defence Minister took as his text the letters and diaries 
of Dr Arthur Ruppin, a leading Zionist over 30 years. Ruppin had been 
in charge of Zionist settlement in the 1920s, and at one stage in his 
career founded the Brit Shalom Movement for co-operation with the 


Arabs. 


Dayan showed the graduating class, however, that in the experience and 
thinking of Dr Ruppin, every attempt to jive in harmony with the Arabs 
had foundered on one central contradiction. This was that the Arabs, on 
one hand, did not want the Jews to replace them in Palestine: but 
conversely, Zionism demanded constant immigration and expansion. 


When Dayan’s speech first appeared in The Jerusalem Post on September 
30, it was sub-titled ‘‘ The Painful Lessons of Co-Existence ”. The lesson 
that Dayan teaches his men, from Ruppin, is that it is Israel’s destiny 
“to be in a state of continual warfare with the Arabs”. Whereas the 
lesson that readers of Peace News may take—also from Ruppin—is that 
Zionism has deteriorated “ into a pointless chauvinism ”. 


General Dayan does not speak for the whole of the Israeli Cabinet, to be 
sure, but he shows all the zealous integrity and bloody-minded realism 
of a traditional conservative militarist, impatient with the humbug and 
prevarication and liberal rhetoric of contemporary politicians and their 
apologists in his own country. This article has been considerably shorten- 
ed from the original, but only for convenience of space.—EDS. 


Dr Arthur Ruppin was one of the 
architects of the Zionist venture, the 
“father of Zionist settlement”. A 
humanist by nature, he was a man of 
conscience, and when he encountered 
the “ Arab question ”, he wanted to be 
persuaded that Zionism could be ful- 
filled without detriment to the Arabs 
of Palestine. 


In 1923 Ruppin—at that time in 
charge of Zionist settlement in Israel 
—underwent the first phase in his 
approach to the ‘‘ Arab question ”. He 
not only recognised the existence of 
the problem but even diagnosed a 
solution, namely the merging and in- 
tegration of the Jews among the 
peoples of the Middle East. Ruppin 
understood that this approach implied 
a fundamental change in the Zionist 
concept, but he was not deterred by 
this fact. 


** Zionism will last”, he wrote, “ only 
if it is given a radically different 
scientific basis”. The need to set 
Zionist fulfilment on a_ Scientific 
foundation, the aspiration to find in 
Zionism some justification vis-a-vis the 
Palestine Arabs, and the need to lay 


down realistic answers based on a 
knowledge of local conditions—these 
principles are an integral part of 
Ruppin’s nature. 


Ruppin did not hold on for very long 
to this idea of integration among the 
Arab peoples. As soon as he got to 
know realities better, he sensed that 
the common racial origins of Israelis 
and Arabs did not constitute an 
adequate basis on which to construct 
a “new Near East cultural com- 
munity’. In 1925, Ruppin arrived at 
the second phase of the ‘“ Arab 
question ”—the bi-national phase. 
During his bi-national phase, Ruppin 
believed that Eretz Israel ought to be 
a common State for two nations. At 
this point, two things should be 
stressed. First, his awareness of the 
need to ensure the further indepen- 
dent continuation of the Jewish 
people became stronger. He believed 
that this could be attained, if the 
aims of Zionism were realised. 


Second, he saw the essence of Zionism 
as persistent and expanding immigra- 
tion and settlement. He did not 
diverge from this even when he 
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feared there might be a contradiction 
between Zionism and the ‘“ Arab 
question ”. As early as 1928, in fact, 
inner doubts of this sort troubled him. 


“Tt became clear how difficult it 
is to realise Zionism and still bring 
it continually into line with the de- 
mands of general ethics. I was well 
and truly depressed. Will Zionism 
indeed deteriorate into a pointless 
chauvinism? Is there in fact no 
way of assigning, in Israel, a 
sphere of activity to a growing 
number of Jews, without oppressing 
the Arabs? ” 


The bi-national State may have pro- 
vided the answer for Ruppin to the 
question of how Arabs and Jews could 
live in common. But as he came to 
know realities better, he discovered 
more and more difficulties. The “‘ con- 
flicts of interest’ were of a substan- 
tive nature. 


There was the question of land. “ On 
every site where we purchase land 
and where we settle people, the 
present cultivators will inevitably be 
dispossessed.” Thus he wrote about 
immigration: “ Since our immigrants, 
for the vast majority, are people 
without means, the possibility should 
not be ruled out that these immi- 
grants would take away the livelihood 
of the Arabs.” Then there was the 
different standard of living and other 
factors. 


But the main difficulty stemmed from 
the fact that the Arabs simply did not 
want the Jews to come to Eretz 
Israel. Every solution—including the 
establishment of a bi-national State— 
faced the alternative of either making 
allowances for the views and desires 
of the Arabs, and putting an end to 
Zionism, or carrying on with immigra- 
tion, land purchase, and settlement, 
while denying the right of the Arabs 
of Palestine to determine the future 
of the country. 


Magic Formula 


Any solution or arrangement which 
would be contingent on the agreement 
of the Arabs—or on the introduction 
of a democratic constitution, whereby 
decisions on questions at issue would 
be taken by a majority (an Arab 
majority naturally)\—implied the 
cessation of immigration and of 
Jewish economic development. 

Ruppin understood this. “If under 
these circumstances, a constitution 
worthy of the name were granted, it 
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would stand to reason that the Arabs 
would make use of all the rights 
assured them by the constitution, to 
prevent, as a majority, all economic 
progress on the part of the Jewish 
minority. The meaning of this would 


be, quite simply, the end of the 
Zionist movement.” (1928.) 


As time went on, the “Arab 
question” did not become any less 
grave, but in fact worsened. In 1936, 
Ruppin needed to find a solution as 
a vital necessity, not just to resolve 
the conflict with the Arabs, but also 
to put relations with himself and with 
his conscience into proper order. 


No Alternative 


But was there a way of squaring the 
circle? Did the magic formula exist, 
to reach agreement with the Arabs, 
“without thereby ceding the funda- 
mentals of Zionism” ? 


“T was at odds with the other 
members of the Brit Shalom, in my 
appraisal of the prospects of reach- 
ing an agreement with the Arabs. 
They thought that economic 
advantages, and certain political 
guarantees, would in themselves be 
calculated to persuade the Arabs to 
accept the Jewish national home. 


“This concept was, in fact, just a 
continuation of the false approach 
to the Arabs, which had prevailed 
in the Zionist movement from its 
beginning.” 
The year 1936 brought Ruppin to the 
third phase of his approach to the 
“Arab question”. After 16 years of 
trial and inner doubts, he demolished 
his own entire ideological structure. 
He was perhaps disappointed, he was 
certainly wiser, but he did not despair 
on any account. 


““ Nowadays, I personally am in a 
mood of calm and dispassion. I have 
formulated the following theory for 
myself: ‘It is only natural and in- 
evitable that Arab opposition to 
Jewish immigration should find an 
outlet from time to time... It is 
our destiny to be in a state of con- 
tinual warfare with the Arabs, and 
there is no other alternative but 
that lives should be lost. This situa- 
tion may well be undesirable, but 
such is the reality ’.” 


“When the time comes, and the 
Arabs realise that it is not a 
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Allen 
Skinner’s 


PERSONAL 
COMMENT 


The long-drawn-out business of the 


American Presidential election is 
always boring, but this time the bore- 
dom has been accompanied by a 
special quality of apprehension. It 
has been a grim thought that the fate 
of the world would lie largely in the 
hands of one of these three unpre- 
possessing contestants. 


We can remember that last time there 
were numbers of well-intentioned folk 
who supported Johnson as the lesser 
of two evils, and there have been 
years of misery in contemplating the 
outcome, This time there has been 
less illusion about the various evils 
offered. 


Arthur 
Uloth 
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Hygiene 


In all probability, the best outcome 
of the election would have been a 
success for Rockefeller in the cam- 
paign to win the Republican nomina- 
tion, and then his victory—not an 
enthralling prospect, but the best that 
naked plutocracy can offer. 


For Rockefeller, as was Kennedy, is 
an enormously rich man, and like 
Kennedy, would not have been depen- 
dent on others for the great amount 
of money necessary for the campaign. 


This would have meant that, though 
he could have been depended upon 
to serve the interests of the rich, 
should he be endowed with any prin- 
ciples at all he could afford to be 
guided by them. 
* * * 

All the candidates that America was 
faced with last week have been com- 
pelled to depend for their financing 
on immense contributions from 
different sections of the plutocracy. 
They consequently put themselves in- 
creasingly in pawn during the cam- 
paign. 

A bitter aspect of the business is 
that our future depends on the pres- 
sures of this plutocracy almost ‘as 
much as does that of the Americans. 


Part of the world’s tragedy today is 


John Arden’s article on William 
Morris was very interesting. (“ Wil- 
liam Morris—A Viking With No 
Balls? ’’ November 1.) But Morris 
really had no chance at all. Having 
been brought up as an English middle- 
ee gentleman, he was doomed for 
ife. 


The Jesuits are said to have claimed, 
“Give us a child for the first seven 
years of his life, and he is ours for 
ever”. This is perhaps even truer 
of the English middle classes. Their 
educational system is based on 
systematic suppression, from earliest 
ie onward, of precisely all those 
“smelly” qualities the lack of which 
John Arden deplores in Morris. 


Spontaneous rage and aggression, 
sensuality and passion—they all go. 
What is left behind is a charming, 
shy, gentle, inoffensive conformist— 
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Political Realism: How Many Varieties? 


that its fate hangs largely on the 
decisions of the American plutocracy 
of wealth on the one hand, and the 
Russian oligarchy of bureaucratic 
power on the other. 


* * * 
Fenner Brockway has had his 80th 
birthday. I have known him for 53 
years, with some intimacy for fairly 
short periods, but with an interested 
eye on his activity, and his vigour in 
it, for the whole time. 


If the abandonment of Britain’s 
imperialist ideology can be attributed 
to one person more than others, it is 
to Fenner for his work as Chairman 
of the Movement for Colonial Free- 
dom and his constant activities on the 
subject in the House of Commons. 


It is, of course, true that the ex- 
colonial peoples have hardly begun 
yet to work out their own problems, 
and some of them are making a pretty 
dismal showing. Even so, it has been 
worth-while to remove Britain from 
the ranks of the authoritarian 
tyrannies. 


It is, I think, a tribute to Fenner that 
the fact that he has acquired a title 
has very little bothered those of us 
who are not keen on titles. It has 
given him a platform from which he 
can carry on the work he was doing, 


that is, if the system works perfectly. 
If it’s less than perfect, you get the 
eccentric, the oddity, and_ the 
neurotic. 

In fact, the 19th Century seems to 
have produced several men who from 
their appearance one would consider 
to be extremely virile, and whose lives 
were stormy and adventurous enough, 
but who were, it seems, sexually in- 
adequate in some way or other. 
Bakunin the Russian Anarchist, and 
Burton the explorer of Arabia and 
Africa, both seem to be of this type. 


I suggest the reason is that the 19th 
Century was the age in which the 
bourgeoisie was re-making the world 
in its own image. Instead of being 
barbaric, violent, aristocratic, and 
dirty, it was to be well-disciplined, 
suburban, and hygienic. 


Many reforms did, in fact, result. No 
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question of negotiations in which 
they are asked to grant us some- 
thing which we do not yet have, 
but of conceding the existence of a 
reality, then the weight of facts 
will lead to a lessening of tension.” 
Ruppin’s heart-searching over the 
path to agreement with the Arabs had 
thus come full circle. The fulfilment of 
Zionism embodied the solution to the 
“Arab question”. Does this mean 
that Ruppin realised that he was 
wrong, while his colleagues in the 
leadership, whom he called “naive” 
and “ignorant of the Arab problem ”, 
were correct? 
Not at ail. The prevalent point of 
view held that the ‘‘ Arab question ” 
should be left alone, and it would 
find its own solution thanks to the 
prosperity, the development, the 
progress and the culture which the 
Jews would bring to the Arabs of the 


Amnesty 
Xmas Cards 


Send them to your friends and to 
forgotten prisoners of conscience 
throughout the world (prisoners’ 
names and addresses provided). Free 
illustrated leafiet from: Amnesty 
International, Turnagain Lane, 
Farringdon Street, London EC4. 


country. Ruppin, on the other hand, 
stopped dealing with the ‘ Arab 
question”, because he realised that 
the Arabs would not agree to 
Zionism, in spite of all these things. 
Between then and now, the political 
set-up has in fact changed entirely. A 
Jewish State has been established, 
with close to three million inhabitants. 
We have been victorious in three 


wars. We have an Army whose 
strength should not be under- 
estimated, and a people standing 


behind it, investing huge sums of 
money to aid our economy. 


Second, the dimensions have changed. 
When Ruppin thought in terms of 
Arabs, he meant the Palestinian 
Arabs. When we talk about the Arabs 
nowadays, we mean the Arab States. 
Not only that, but these States are 
also supported by the world’s second 
greatest power—the Soviet Union. 


Facts Collide 


Dimensions have changed in the 
“demographic question” in terms of 
the size of our own population as well 
as that of the Palestine Arabs. 
Geographically, too, there have been 
changes in the areas settled by us, as 
well as the areas occupied by our 
forces today. 


Third, Ruppin was wrong to hope that 
by creating facts, tensions between us 
and the Arabs would be lessened. 
What greater ‘creation of facts” 
could there be than the establishment 
of the State of Israel, the concentra- 
tion of 2.5 million Jews there, and 
the victories in three wars? But 


despite this, do the Arabs today agree 
to sign a peace agreement with us? 


We see the facts which we ourselves 
create, but everybody who _ believes 
that facts are decisive in this issue 
must remember that the Arabs, too, 
could well point to facts—their large 
and steadily increasing numbers, 
their influence in the world, the oil 
resources at their disposal, and so on. 


Obstinate Arabs 


Fourth, there is Ruppin’s letter of 
1931 about the prospects of an agree- 
ment with the Arabs, in which he 
said: “ What we can get today from 
the Arabs, we don’t need. What we 
need we can’t get.” This definition 
sounds to me very up-to-date, when I 
sometimes read that the Arabs are 
offering us the 1947 partition plans. 


And finally, today too, a year after the 
war, despite the fact that we are 
standing on the Suez Canal and on 
the River Jordan, in Gaza and in 
Nablus, and despite all our efforts— 
including a _ willingness for far- 
reaching concessions—to bring the 
Arabs to the peace table, the things 
which Ruppin said 32 years ago un- 
fortunately still seem sound. 


It was during the 1936 riots that he 
wrote as follows: “The Arabs do not 
agree to our venture. If we want to 
continue our work in Eretz Israel 
against their desires, there is no 
alternative but that lives should be 
lost. It is our destiny to be in a state 
of continual warfare with the Arabs. 
This situation may well be un- 
desirable, but such is the reality.” 


and anyhow it is as Fenner Brockway 
that we remember him. 

* * * 

The Sixth International Conference on 
Christian Approaches to Defence and 
Disarmament was recently held in 
Oxford. Writing on the Conference, 
the Rt Rev Christopher Butler, 
Auxiliary Bishop to the Archbishop of 
Westminster, remarks that the mem- 
bership of the Conference consists of 
absolute pacifists and others who are 
not pacifists. 

They find it possible to work together 
because of the “realism” of the 
pacifists, who concede that a general 
movement towards peace is better 
than an absolute pacifism, which— 
“ however true in theory ’—stands no 
chance of being accepted by Govern- 
ments or Public. 


The doctor came to the bedside of the 
patient. He knew that he could only 
be saved by a formidable surgical 
operation. His realism told him, how- 
ever, that—“ however true in theory ” 
—the operation proposed stood no 
chance of being accepted by the 
patient or his family. 


He therefore agreed with the family 
on the realistic proposal that the 


patient should “be given some 
coloured liquid in a bottle. 
—_——S Eee 


one was burned at the stake in 
Victorian England. American slavery 
and Russian serfdom were abolished, 
not without a struggle. Cities were 
provided with sewers, and the streets 
were lighted. 


Unfortunately, such a sudden change 
involved a good deal of suppression. 
Hence perhaps the Victorian horror of 
sexuality. It is interesting to notice 
in this connection that the American 
Negro slaves in the 19th Century—a 
civilised and Christian people, even if 
not well educated—received far more 
sympathy from reformers than the 
wild “ Redskins ”, who were extermin- 
ated with hardly a voice being raised 
in protest. There is no fee for Red 
Indians or Vikings in the suburbs. 


NEO-ASSYRIAN 


The bourgeois experiment has not 
been much of a success. The 20th 
Century has witnessed a series of 
barbaric outbreaks on-a massive scale 
that have just about been contained— 
but only just. The bourgeois, 
Protestant, or Liberal-Catholic or 
Humanist, commonsensical, middle-of- 
the-road type of society is crumbling 
away before our eyes. 


In the same issue of Peace News 
appeared a photograph of a helmeted 
phalanx of armoured spearmen, 
which turns out on closer examina- 
tion to be Japanese students on a 
demonstration! The life-style of the 
future looks as if it is going to be 
neo-Assyrian. Perhaps the Morrises of 
the future will be able to be real 
Vikings! 


For Those Who 
Care To 
Send The Best 


Buy your Christmas Cards from 
International Voluntary Service 
and help support voluntary work 
for those in need at home and 
overseas. Send for brochure (sae): 


IVS Cards, Room 4, 95 Lofting Rd, 
London N1. 
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GEORGE DELF writes from America on the Election 


Could Dr Strangelove 


On the day before he was elected, 
Richard Nixon, in reply to a viewer’s 
question, said on TV: “I belong to 
one of the smallest religious groups in 
the United States. I am a Quaker.” 


A Quaker in the White House. Only 
George Orwell would fail to blink at 
such a newspeakable prospect. And 
not just a Quaker, but one who 
advocates constant superiority of 
nuclear power over any and all 
opponents. Such is now the reality 
facing every living being. 

It has been a strange ghost-ridden 
election. A kind of funeral ceremony 
rather than a celebration of new 
hopes. Just off-stage in the gloom, 
beyond the TV lights and the flashing 
slogans, were the freshly dead. 


Two dead heroes—King and Kennedy 
—and the anonymous dead in 
Vietnam—yellow and white and black 
rotting away in harmony. All of them 
sacrificed on the altar of our defunct 
liberalism. 


New York on election day was quiet 
and watchful. Some 300 million 
dollars had been spent on behalf of 
the candidates, a sum considerably 
larger than the annual budget of the 
United Nations. But there was little to 
show for it. 


ELECTRONIC LEECHES 


Many full-page ads in the papers, yes, 
but most had gone to the TV com- 
panies, flickering into millions of 
homes and then vanishing like the 
smile of the Cheshire Cat. 


As I walked past the Waldorf-Astoria 
(Nixon’s HQ) the massive building 
was ringed by long fat TV vans, with 
long rubber cables trailing in through 
windows. Electronic leeches  ex- 
changing publicity for a little last 
drop of real human blood. 


But the corpse was almost dry. Pro- 
cessed by a system as harsh as that 
which gives us pate de foie gras, the 


candidates had spread their strength 
and minds across 100,000 miles of 
this continent. 


Hubert Humphrey, honest slave of a 
million Daley masters, chattering on 
endlessly, liberal ideals shuttling back 
and forth in a bright weave of candy 
floss emptiness. Like a fluent beggar, 
with a nation and many dependents 
to support, he clutched and clawed at 
our votes. 


POWERFUL STALLION 


All dignity slipping as time went on, 
he excused himself and _ shoved 
forward the still healthy Edmund 
Muskie. If not Edmund, there was his 
wife Muriel. If he sensed that even 
that would not do the trick, he grab- 
bed at death itself. 


And so thump, thump, thump went 
the TV ads, reminding us _ that 
Governor Spiro Agnew might stand 
one heartbeat away from the Presi- 
dency. President Agnew? asked the 
morning papers, with full-page in- 
credulity. 

It almost worked, too. Because the 
race was, in fact, a slide—each 
candidate striving for the least bore- 


Whatever I do as President, the 
doves won’t be disappointed. 


dom and the smallest scorn. While 
Hubert jabbered, Richard was 
Mephistopheles playing a Pope play- 
ing Winston Churchill. 

He was a snorting powerful stallion, 
but one made of wood and confined to 
rockers, swinging between the de- 
cisive lunge in Los Angeles and the 
prudent retraction in Boston. 


As he swung to and fro, feeding on 
the high polls, the hypnotic effect of 
his self-cancelling mind began to take 
effect. It was as if a Wimbledon crowd 
had watched a rally for two-and-a-half 
hours. 


And so it was that the multi-million 
dollar spectacle began to lose its 
audience and feed on itself. By some 
self-levelling quirk of political 
schizophrenia, the electorate decided 
to quake its clients sweat it out to the 
end. 


Thus the great and famous Masters 
of Ceremony—TV commentators 
whose salaries compete with Holly- 
wood—joined the glittering act. All 
night they fed us long lines of facts 
and figures as the ‘popular vote” 
split down the middle. 


WESTERN LIBERALISM 


But even their plummy clipped pro- 
fessionalism could not hide the fact 
that this was a diet of spaghetti with- 
out the sauce. What did it really 
matter if Nevada did or Florida 
didn’t, whether California would or 
Alaska wouldn’t? 


There were seven of us watching. By 
1 am I was the only one awake, the 
only non-American. Perhaps for hours 
those facts and figures were watched 
by nobody but the producers, a com- 
puter humming to itself in the dark 
to scare away the evil spirits. 


It was not a burial ceremony that we 
witnessed, but a cremation. Electricity 
was the entertainer, producer, and 
undertaker. We were the mourners. 


Mutiny brews in US Army 


Twenty-seven prisoners in the San 
Francisco Presidio military stockade 
await court martial on charges of 
mutiny—which can bring the death 
penalty.. Their crime: sitting down 
and refusing to work in protest 
against the shotgun killing of a fellow- 
prisoner, Private Richard Bunch. 


Bunch was fired on by an unidentified 
guard on Friday, October 11, after he 
broke and ran from a “ shotgun work 
detail” which was under armed 
guard. Bunch is reported to have 
been mentally disturbed when con- 
fined to the military stockade. 


A few moments before his death, 
Bunch is said to have asked the guard 
whether he would be shot if he ran. 
The guard replied, “You’d have to 
run to find out”. “ All right”, Bunch 
answered, “but please aim at my 
head ”. The guard claims to have shot 
at Bunch’s legs, but in fact blew off 
the back of the man’s head at 20 
yards. 

Paul Wesley reports: American Army 
stockades are filled to overflowing all 
over the country. And bases— 
especially in California—are seething 
with discontent. GIs are frequently 
shot and sometimes killed trying to 
escape from stockades. 


Usually their crime is no more 
heinous than that for which Richard 
Bunch was confined: being absent 
without leave for a few days. The 
Army gives a figure of 2% AWOL, 
which is a hell of a lot, but there are 
probably more. 


Often, when these guys are out, they 
come into contact with pacifist 
activist groups like the Resistance and 
WRL (War Resisters League). They 
have learned very clearly over the 
past year that ‘‘ peaceniks” are not 
their enemies. There’s even a hard 
core of “radicals” within the Army 
here in San Francisco—which means 
that the Army has a hard time getting 
away with murder. 


What is remarkable about this case 
is that this is the first time anything 
has been done from outside to protest 
against such a murder. On October 
30, Mrs Leon Bunch held a press con- 
ference in San Francisco and con- 
firmed that if Army officials had made 
even the slightest effort to recognise 
and deal with her son’s condition of 
severe emotional disturbance, then 
the tragedy could have been avoided. 


Press Blackout 


Three of the 27 GIs who refused to 
work in protest, and chose to sing 
freedom songs instead, have just 
escaped from the stockade. More may 
try to do so, rather than face a charge 
of which they know they are 
innocent. 


One of the 27 was arrested recently 
while taking symbolic sanctuary with 
nine other GIs in a church. None of 
these nine are expected 10 serve more 
than a year of their 24 years sen- 
tences because the military jails are 
so full up they throw guys out before 


their time is over. 


Another two of the 27 publicly an- 
nounced that they were AWOL at a 
GI March For Peace here in San 
Francisco recently, and then filed 
returns as COs. 


There has been an obvious press 
blackout, however, on the murder and 
the “ mutiny ” charges. Not one word 
was printed on Mrs Bunch’s press 
conference. The 27 GIs were due to 
be brought to the formal reading of 
mutiny charges on Election Day, 
November 5, with blatantly no chance 
of publicity. 

Terence Hallinan, a fine tireless 
lawyer, is taking the case and has 
asked for a _ postponement till 
November 17. On that day, we’ll have 
a rally and mock trial outside the 
Presidio. 


I think it would be very effective if 
the Commanding General here could 
receive a few protesting letters from 
Britain. Please write to: Lt-Gen Stan- 
ley Larson, Commanding General 6th 
Army, Presidio Army Base, San 
Francisco, California. 


Demand that charges against the 27 
be dropped. Insist on a full investiga- 
tion into the shooting of Bunch, and 
a full investigation into stockade con- 
ditions generally. In US Army bases, 
they still have 4 feet by 4 feet by 4 
feet cells where a guy can be kept for 
up to 90 days. 


Paul Wesley works for the WRL in 
San Francisco. 


e A Quaker? 


And the body was that of Western 
Democratic Liberalism. 


Once gallant, romantic, even 
occasionally merciful, though foolish, 
this liberalism finally petered away in 
a million little drops of Humphrey 
rhetoric, the corpse to be mummified 
by Nixon and then burned up by TV. 


So President-Elect Richard Nixon, 
Quaker or not, will find it hard to 
dress death up as life when he 
reaches the White House. The Ameri- 
can people have the silent watchful- 
ness of people waiting for a new 


- truth, or at least conscious that the 


old has passed away. 


STANDSTILL PRESIDENT 


Richard Nixon will be forced by 
events to come out into the open. If 
he tries to maintain the present 
course of American policy—small 
adjustments here and there at home, 
defensive conservatism abroad— 
death will make itself evident. Cracks 
will widen throughout the social 
fabric. 


For the big cities are hissing vol- 
canoes, the colleges tormented by 
doubts, the high-wage Wallace Men 
taut with fear and suspicion. There 
is too much elemental energy to con- 
tain in more platitudes and more 
deceit. . 
His alternative is to set in train a 
nation-wide evaluation of American 
assumptions and methods, on a scale 
and with a scope unmatched since the 
Constitution was drawn up nearly 200 
years ago. 
Will he do this? One of his more 
acute selves said during the campaign 
that the young were right to be dis- 
satisfied with a value-system geared 
more to machines than men, and that 
they had a right to be treated as 
unique beings on a person-to-person 
basis. He offered them a part to play. 
So far so good. 
But he did not indicate that he under- 
stood how close to death we all stand. 
He did not indicate that he could 
write as well as act history. He has 
said or done nothing to suggest he 
can transform the Pentagon and the 
business conglomerates into anything 
other than what they now are. 
In fact, all the indications are that 
Richard Nixon will be a stand-still 
President at a time of flux, presiding 
over a crumbling Empire. Everything 
he is likely to do will ultimately play 
into the hands of radicals—but it will 
be a tough time for all concerned. 
It is a good moment to plan for the 
post-Nixon Era. 

New York, November 7 
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UDI: An 
Anti 
Celebration 


LONDON—Torches burned in 
Parliament Square last Sunday 
night in protest at Rhodesia’s third 
UDI Anniversary and the British 
Government’s apparent slide to- 
wards a “settlement”. (Phote by 
Serena Wadham.) Taking part were 
some MPs, and members of Anti- 
Apartheid, the Zimbabwe Students 
Association, the Movement for 
Colonial Freedom, and the United 
Nations Student Association. 


Catonsville9 
Sentenced 


With the immortal words “ Liberty 
cannot exist unlesss it is restrained 
and restricted’, Chief Federal Judge 
Roszel Thomsen last Friday sentenced 
the Catonsville Nine—the nine 
Catholics who seized, and burned 
publicly, 800 draft files in Catonsville, 
Baltimore, on May 17—to sentences 
ranging from two up to three-and-a- 
half years. All are to appeal. 


The heaviest sentences went to 
Father Philip Berrigan and Thomas 
Lewis, who are already serving terms 
of six years each for pouring blood 
into draft files in October 1967. Father 
Daniel Berrigan, Philip’s Jesuit 
brother, was given three years, as was 
Thomas Melville, one-time Maryknoll 
missionary, and George Mische. 


The four others were all sentenced to 
two years apiece. They are Thomas 
Melville’s wife Marjorie, Mary Moy- 
lan, John Hogan, and Brother David 
Darst. 


In a solidarity action with the nine, 
John Careswell of CHURCH carried 
out a three-day fast from Thursday 
to Saturday November 9, and a vigil 
outside the American Embassy in 
London. In the course of this action, 


he was approached by a woman 
employee of the Embassy who told 
him she agreed with him. 


The example of the Catonsville Nine 
was followed on September 24 by the 
Milwaukee 14 (mostly Catholic, once 
again) who burned some 20,000 draft 
files, and completely disrupted the 
city’s draft mechanism. (Peace News, 
October 4.) 


Anti-War-Style! 


Kevin McGrath writes: The adoption 
of anti-war-style non-violent direct 
action techniques in relatively non- 
political struggles seems to be on the 
increase. 

This week we had the march of high- 
rise tenants to the Greater London 
Council, culminating in a siege of 
County Hall, and the climb-down by 
the Council in face of a threatened 
day-long sit-in. 

In Washington there was the sit-in 
at a hotel lobby by 100 Catholic 
priests and laity, in an effort to force 
Bishops attending the annual con- 
ference of the American hierarchy to 
listen to their views on the dispute 
with Cardinal O’Boyle, who has come 
down hard on critics of the Pope’s 
birth control encyclical. 


Less publicity has been given to the 
first recorded attempt in Central Lon- 
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a vacuum—to be only slightly filled 
by Mr Wells’s most timely outburst— 
so the war has begun to take on a 
new phase. 


The Biafrans: are going on to the 
military offensive again. Massive 
carbohydrate deficiency diseases are 
developing now in Biafra as this 
year’s crop of yams is almost used 
up. Britain and Russia are competing 
to supply increased quantities of 
military equipment to the Federal 
Army. France, China and Cuba are 
variously rumoured to be helping 
Biafra. 


All this will force the war worryingly 
into people’s minds again, for the 
press cannot ignore the international- 
ising of the conflict, nor the growing 
famine. U Thant will not find it easy 
to resist any longer consideration of 
the matter at the United Nations on 
his grounds that this is an internal 
matter for the Organisation for 
African Unity. 


And at last, some firm news is getting 
through about the sort of war the 
Federals are waging in Biafra. 


Caritas, the Catholic relief agency, 
has three ships, SS Korbach and SS 
Columcille at the Spanish island of 
Sao Tome and SS Irish Rose on its 


way from Dublin, which could take 
something of the quantities of food 
now needed into Port Harcourt or up 
the River Niger if they were allowed 
through the Nigerian naval blockade. 


Britain must be considered to support 
the Federal policy of starving Biafra 
out, until she is seen publicly to be 
negotiating to get the relief ships 
through under a United Nations 
supervision that would guarantee they 
were not carrying arms. 


Again, there are many reports from 
observers on the spot, missionaries 
and relief workers, of what is clearly 
the deliberate bombing of hospitals 
and the strafing of people gathered 
together to collect food. 


We can only repeat the _ policy 
proposals that we have listed several 
times before. That the British Govern- 
ment call for an immediate halt to 
the Federal advance. That it cease its 
arms supplies to Federal Nigeria 
immediately. That it demand the 
Federal Army lift its blockade of all 
relief routes forthwith. And that 
Biafran forces be urged not to take 
advantage of a change in Federal 
policy to launch any new military 
offensive. 


What is needed now is dramatic 
action to help force these demands to 


public attention. 
BOB OVERY 
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don to use a sit-in to end discrimina- 
tion in eating places. 


According to those who took part, 
hippies, beats, and _hairy-looking 
people in general are the targets of 
discrimination in coffee-bars and pubs 
in the Piccadilly area. They are con- 
stantly harassed by police, moved on, 
and arrested for obstruction, ete. 


In an attempt to draw attention to 
these grievances, ‘The Street Com- 
mune” on Saturday November 9 co- 
ordinated a sit-in at Pronto coffee-bar 
in Piccadilly Circus, and a public 
meeting near Eros. 


Said Ray Habermass: ‘“ We were try- 
ing to get over to the workers in 
Pronto’s the idea of the double 
discrimination that goes on. They 
have to put up with terrible working 
conditions, and have no security—and 
while they are being discriminated 
against this way, they have to dis- 
criminate against us.” 


About 50 people turned up to the 
action. This was fewer than had been 
expected, so instead of a 24-hour 
sit-in, the confrontation in the coffee- 
bar itself only lasted from 7.30 to 
8.30, by which time about 20 police 
had turned up. 


Rather to the surprise of the pro- 
testers, the police allowed them to 
hold their public meeting, with the 
proviso that a loud-hailer hired for 
the occasion should not be used 
(“sessional orders ”’). 


One man was arrested, apparently 
for using the loud-hailer. Further, 
less organised, protests took place the 
following day. More are expected. 


Arrowsmith 
Stays in Jail 


Kevin McGrath writes: After six days 
in prison (Brixton and Wormwood 
Serubs) in protest at the use of the 
binding-over procedure in a political 
case, and in solidarity with Pat 
Arrowsmith, Andrew Papworth was 
released last Saturday, having signed 
a binding-over order. 


Pat Arrowsmith, who with Andrew 
was sentenced to six months jail two 
weeks back, unless and until she 
signed a binding-over order, is still in 
Holloway Prison. She has never signed 
a binding-over order, or paid a fine, 
as the magistrate who sentenced her 
must have been well aware. 


Signing the order does not mean that 
Andrew has agreed to keep the peace, 
but merely that he recognises that if 
he breaks it in the next two years, 
he’s liable to pay up to £50. 


The form in which he eventually 
signed it makes it clear that there’s 
no question of any promise on his 
part—which was not the case with 
the form with which he and Pat were 
originally presented. 


Since Pat is a “civil prisoner”, she 
is allowed unlimited mail at present. 
Would-be visitors contact Wendy But- 
lin (01-738 5431). Pat’s prison number 
is 965398 and her address: F Wing, 
Holloway Prison, Parkhurst Road, 
London N7. 


Prisoners of Conscience 


It may sound like a sick joke, but this 
is still officially Human Rights Year, 
and November 17-23 will be Prisoner 
of Conscience Week. Local Amnesty 
groups are holding exhibitions, re- 
cruiting drives, and so forth. 


In the meantime, fresh Prisoners of 
Conscience qualify. One of the latest 
is Gonzalo Arias, the UNESCO 
employee and author of the novel, 
The Encartelados, who was arrested 
on October 20 for displaying placards 
in Madrid, Spain, calling for free 
elections. 

Latest news is that he faces a sen- 
tence of up to six years, accused 
under articles 164-165 of the Spanish 
Legal Code of “ clandestinely passing 
a 


Frank Dawtry Memorial 
A memorial service for Frank Dawtry, 
pacifist, prison reformer, ex-director 
of Peace News, who died on October 
5, will be held .at Friends House, 
Euston Road, London N1, at 2.30 pm 
on Wednesday November 20. 


literature” and “contravening the 
code on illegal propaganda ”. 


Nothing is known yet of Professor 
Villamerial who paraded the same 
day outside the Security Police HQ in 
Madrid. Protest letters should be sent 
direct to Franco. 

A prisoner whose case is not likely to 
be taken up by any Amnesty group, 
since he is accused of plotting 
violence, is Obi Egbuna, the Biafran 
playwright who was arrested by the 
London police three-and-a-half months 
ago, and has been held without trial 
in Brixton prison ever since. 


No date has been fixed for a trial, 
and he has repeatedly been refused 
bail. Since his imprisonment, his 
native village in Biafra has been over- 
run by Federals, and he is unable 
from prison to find out anything about 
close relatives, including his mother. 
A vigil outside the jail is planned 
for Saturday November 16 by the 
Anti Colour Bar Campaign, from 10 
am to 6 pm. Contact: Mrs Margaret 
Gardner, 6 Rockford Road, Basford, 
Nottingham. 
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oung 
zechs 
ersist 


PRAGUE—Young Czech demon- 
strators with flags, on and around 
the Huss Memorial in the centre of 
the city on October 28, during cele- 
brations of the 50th Anniversary of 
the Czechoslovak Republic. They 
chanted “Russians Go Home”, 
“Long Live Dubcek ”, and “ Long 
Live Svoboda”. 


Keith Bosley 


The Germans had decreed that Brno 
should not have a Czech university: 
there was fighting in the streets 


1.X.1905 


Foreboding. Death. There was 


a third movement but I 
destroyed it 


and after the first performance 
of the other two I threw them 


in the river but someone 


had made a copy. So you have them now. 


NOTE: Leos Janacek (1854-1928) makes up, with Dvorak and 
Smetana, the Big Three of Czechoslovak “ national ” music. His mature 
style is distinguished by its development of short motifs, which he 
claimed to have derived from folk music and popular speech.—K.B. 


and a worker—a worker, mark you— 


was stabbed. 


I, Leos Janacek 
made this work out of my anger 


calling it 1.X.1905 


because that was the date of the decree. 


But the work did not go well: 

perhaps the iron was too hot. 

I hammered out, stammered out short phrases 
because there was no time for longer ones 


and anyway eloquence 


would have been out of place. 


Judge me if you will 
on account of my anger: 


I have come to speak like this. 


ROBERT HURWITT writes from BOLOGNA 


STUDENTS FORCE SHOWDOWN IN ITALY 


BOLOGNA—Students at the City 
University are at present occupying 
three university buildings, the first 
such action in the history of the 
university, which is one of the oldest 
in Europe. 

“What we are fighting against is not 
only the old system, which is hope- 
lessly bogged down, but also the new 
programme of studies which is in- 
tended to serve a new order of pro- 
duction for the State.” This is how 
Franco Silvani, one of their many 


articulate spokesmen—the Italian 
student movement recognises no 
leaders, he pointed out—put the 


student position to me this week. 
Like almost all Italian students, they 
are fed up with the outdated 
disciplines of a feudal educational 
system. It took only a relatively minor 
incident to set off their occupation of 
the university. 

On Monday October 28, the Assembly 
of the Faculty of Economics and 
Commerce met to discuss prepara- 
tions for the coming term. One of the 
few concessions won from the Italian 
——————_— SSE Ee 
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Government last Spring was the right 
of students and teaching assistants 
to have one representative each sit on 
such assemblies. 


In the course of the meeting an argu- 
ment broke out between Ettore 
Pezzoli, representing the teaching 
assistants, and the President of the 
Faculty, Professor Ciusa. Ciusa, a 
short, stocky, athletic man of ex- 
plosive temperament, ordered Pezzoli 
to leave the assembly. 


TOTAL OPPOSITION 


Pezzoli, according to varied accounts 
of the incident, asked on what 
grounds—to which Ciusa is supposed 
to have replied: ‘On the grounds of 
my physical strength”. He then 
attempted to throw Pezzoli out of the 
room, knocking him to the ground so 
violently that he was hospitalised with 
a head concussion. 


Ciusa next dealt with the student 
representative, Bernabei, in the same 
manner. Radical students, meeting 
nearby, were informed of the incident 
and immediately moved in to occupy 
the building. 


The following day an assembly was 
held of students enrolled in the 
Faculty of Economics and Commerce. 
They voted that the occupation of the 
building was “just” and decided to 
continue it indefinitely. Similar 
assemblies in the Faculties of 


Jurisprudence and Political Science 
also voted to occupy their buildings. 


And on Wednesday evening the 
organisations which represent teach- 
ing assistants (AUA) and lecturers 
(ANPUI) met together in the 
Chemistry Faculty. Here they voted 
to strike on November 6 if Professor 
Ciusa did not resign by that time. 


Though, by traditional standards of 
radicalism, this is a militant decision, 
it seems almost conservative com- 
pared to the actions of the students. 
The key difference lies in the fact 
that the students have made no de- 
mands nor set any conditions for end- 
ing their occupation. 

The students are not interested in 
short-term university reforms which 
give them only the semblance of a say 
in how their university is run, nor in 


‘getting rid of a particular professor. 


They stand in total opposition to the 
present set of minor reforms now be- 
ing considered by the caretaker 
Italian Government, which they see 
as an attempt to up-date the social 
sciences to better serve the needs of 
neo-capitalist society. 


The experiences of American 
university students show them that 
this is a dead end. The study groups 
now being held in the occupied build- 
ings are regarded by the students as 
educational soviets, and concern them- 
selves more with the economic and 


political structure of the nation than 
with university reform. 


But the strike decision of the assis- 
tants and lecturers did provide the 
situation here with a deadline for a 
showdown. Professor Ciusa, mean- 
while, has denounced to the local 
police those students whom he 
deemed leaders of the occupation of 
his building. By interrupting an 
authorised public meeting, the 
students committed an offence against 
the Italian Constitution which carries 
a penalty of from seven to 14 years. 


MAJOR CRISIS LOOMS 


If the police investigation which is 
now in progress results in student 
arrests, the University, if not the 
town, of Bologna will probably be 
brought-to a standstill. In the present 
unstable period of Italian politics, the 
situation could well develop into a 
major crisis. 

November 4 
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Demo-Dialogue 


The Elliott Automation demonstration 
represented a partial breakthrough in 
technique which should be carried 
further to be fully effective. This can 
best be illustrated by contrasting it 
with the previous week’s Vietnam 
Solidarity Campaign demonstration. 


This VSC demonstration was a huge 
rally, concerned mainly with directing 
publicity against the policies of the 
British and American Governments 
and creating solidarity among the 
campaign’s own supporters. 


The technique used was one of protest 
against the symbols of the British 
Government—i.e. the Police—and the 
symbols of the American Government 
—i.e. the Embassy in Grosvenor 
Square. 


The October 27 rally has shown how 
a subtle Establishment can manipu- 
late an initially militant movement 
into a position of impotence, and how 
a mindless mass-media can distort and 
sidetrack the issues raised. Rallies of 
this sort have a function in terms of 
symbolic protest and creation of in- 
ternal solidarity, but their political 
limitations must be clearly seen. 

Future demonstrations will, I hope, 
develop along the lines of the Elliott 
demonstration. A specific issue should 


be chosen, such as arms-manu- 
facturing, racialism, or economic 
exploitation of under-developed 
countries. 


And then an approach is made 
to those directly concerned with the 
issue at hand—in our three cases, for 
example, Elliott employees, the whites 
of Wolverhampton, or chocolate 
manufacturers. Dialogue and on-going 
discussion are initiated, ideally cul- 
minating in direct action by those con- 
cerned. 
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The Elliott demonstration fell short 
of the above ideal in several respects. 
First, it was organised as a response 
to the October 27 rally. This was 
sectarian, and led to a mistaken con- 
trast of the terms violence and non- 
violence. Non-violence is about 
dialogue, not about refraining from 
pushing policemen. 


Second, the demonstrators, by vigil- 
ling with banners and by the wording 
of their leaflets, set themselves up as 
moral judges over the Elliott 
employees. 


Such a superior moral stance is not, 
of course, justified. Elliott employees 
are no more culpable than are we for 
the state of the world. 


Moreover, most of the demonstrators 
were students, and thus paid by the 
Government—hardly a pleasanter in- 
stitution than Elliott. So the stress 
should be on dialogue leading to 
mutual problem solving, not on moral 
impeachment. 


Finally, little attempt seems to have 
been made to follow up the action, to 
check whether the opinions of in- 
dividual employees were changed or 
whether the firm as a whole has begun 
to show some rudimentary social con- 
sciousness, 


On the credit side, dialogue was in- 
itiated with the Police, and with quite 
a number of the employees, who 
seemed reasonably responsive to the 
arguments we put forward. The next 
stage should be to carry out action at 
the factory itself. 

Martin Roiser, 

5 Gordon Road, Clifton, Bristol. 


Runcorn and CBW 


A brief comment on John Hunt’s 
reference last week to “the standby 
plant for manufacturing gases used in 
chemical warfare” at Runcorn 
fe eben Army v. British Pub- 
ie”). 

A plausible case for the possibility of 
such a plant existing was made by 
Mark Newns in Peace News in 1966. I 
met the local MP, Mark Carlisle, gave 
him a copy of The Conspiracy of 
Silence pamphlet on CBW, and he 
asked David Ennals of the Ministry of 
Defence for details of the product 
made at Randle Works. 


The plant had been “ hush-hush”’ 
when built, for the purpose of pro- 
ducing carbamide, a constituent of 
certain ammunition propellants and 
medically innocuous. Ennals stated 
that the factory alongside had pro- 
duced gases in the 1939-45 war, but 
had been dismantled, and that the 
existing plant could not be converted 
to produce toxic gases and psycho- 
chemicals, even if the Government 
Hee any such intention, which it had 
not. 


That’s just to put the record straight. 
As Ennals said in a letter to me, “I 
am afraid Peace News have got hold 
of the wrong end of the stick ”. 
Denise Pyle, 

Borrowdale, Carriage Drive, 
Frodsham, Cheshire. 

We wish the Ministry of Defence had 
been courteous enough to put wus 
straight—assuming that what they say 
is true.—Eds. 
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News Alive! 


1968 SELECTION—29 cards (16s) for 10s post free 
CHRISTMAS BOUNTY PARCELS—Four Selections, 


each of 60 for 10s (post 2s) 


PEACE DIARY 1969—6s (week over two pages, post 4d) 
10s (day to a page—post 6d) 
Christmas Book Selection: Stationery, Calendars, Gifts 


Housmans—Peace News Bookshop 


ORDER NOW—ENCLOSING PAYMENT PLEASE 
5 Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, Nl—Shop hours: Mon/Sat 9.30-6. 
a on ee ee Se ee ee | 
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Not Pro-China 


My attention has been drawn to your 
report (November 1) of CND’s recent 
Annual Conference. My article in 
August’s Sanity, and subsequent cor- 
respondence, made it quite clear that 
I was interpreting the Chinese 
position on the Bomb for our readers 
and not personally identifying with it. 


I earnestly hope that, during my 
period as Chairman, CND and Peace 
News can learn to live together with- 
out the back-biting and mis-represen- 
tation unhappily fore-shadowed in this 
very first report since I succeeded 
Sheila Oakes. 

Malcolm Caldwell, 

49 Caterham Road, Lewisham SE13. 


Can we now take it that Dr Caldwell 
does not agree with the Chinese 
position ?—Eds. 


Ho, Ho, Ho! 


Good old Peace News! I suppose it is 
good for us, that someone can sit 
around and make a critique of every 
activity in the peace movement. 


But to make, as Bob Overy did last 
week, an issue of the use of the word 
“victory”? in the slogans for the 
Trafalgar Square Rally called to press 
home the advance which has been 
gained by securing a halt to the bomb- 
ing in a further area of Vietnam, is 
going a bit far. 


CND supported this rally, and while 
we were not consulted about this 
particular word in this particular 
slogan, any reservations I have about 
its use are confined to the experience 
we had in 1963, when we called a 
“ victory ” rally to celebrate the sign- 
ing of the Test Ban Treaty. 


One result of this was that a lot of 
CND supporters went away and found 
other issues on which to campaign. 
The tremendous feeling of relief that 
the reduction of radio-activity in the 
atmosphere created was understand- 
able. But in so far as it created some 
complacency in future campaigning 
for nuclear disarmament, it was 
positively harmful. 


On Vietnam, we have made a small 
advance, The job now is to continue 
the work, and secure real peace and 
independence for Vietnam. The peace 
movement will continue to work for 
peace. I would hope that Peace News 
would be on our side. 

Dick Nettieton, 

General Secretary CND, 

14 Grays Inn Road WCI1. 


We find it hard to remain on the side 
of CND, judging from an article in 
the current issue of Sanity by Philip 
Bolsover which equates CND’s new 
policy of calling for American with- 
drawal with support for an NLF 
victory. But we take Dick Nettleton’s 
point that CND was not responsible 
for the slogan.—Eds. 
Letters Deadline, Monday! 


DIARY 


15 November, Friday 


LONDON NWI, 8 pm. Unity Theatre, Goldington 
Crescent. Czechoslovakia, an eye-witness 
account, Speaker, tape recordings of Czech 
proadcasts. Exhibition of screen prints by Ken 
Sprague. Adm 3s 6d. 

LONDON WC1, 12.30 to 2 pm. Conway Hall 
Library, Red Lion Square. International Affairs 
Lunch Hour Meeting. Olwen Battersby: 
“ Observations in India, September 1968’’. 
Sandwiches and coffee available. NPC. 


MANCHESTER. 7.30 pm. Albert Hall. Meeting to 
discuss purpose of a youth group in Man- 
chester, FoR. 


SOUTHALL. 8 pm. 
Road (opp Bowling Alley). 
club. Frezman Syndicate. 


16 November, Saturday 


BRIGHTON. Morning. Lanes Entrance. Friends 
Meeting House. Bookstall and Peace News sell- 
ing. Brighton CND. 

BRISTOL. Morning. Queens Road. On sale 
Peace News and peace literature. Helpers wel- 
come. Chris Shellard. 

GRANTHAM. 10.30 am to 1.30 pm. High Street. 
Peace News selling. Helpers welcome. Grantham 
Peace Action. 

MANCHESTER. 10.15 am to 4 pm. Eccles Friends 
Meeting House. Day Youth Conference. ‘' Ways 
to Peace’’. Frank Allaun MP, Dean of Man- 
chester, Rev Ralph Bell. Chairman: Edward 
Fox. FoR and SoF Peace Cttee. 


17 November, Sunday 


BIRMINGHAM. 8 pm. “ Salutation ’', Snow Hill. 
Jazz club, all profits to CND. 

HASTINGS. 6 to 9 pm. Seafront at Fishmarket. 
Peace Action Centre mobile bookstall. Helpers 
welcome. INVOLVE. 

LONDON WC1. 3 pm. 6 Endsleigh Street. Weekly 
Meeting London Youth PPU, 

MANCHESTER 16. 10 am onwards. Moss Lane 
East/Stockton Street. Playground construction. 
FoR. 

NORTHAMPTON. 3 pm. The Guildhall. Public 
meeting to commemorate Charles Bradlaugh’s 
first election contest, National Secular Society. 


18 November, Monday 


LONDON W11. 7 pm. Flat 4, 88 Clarendon Road. 
Notting Hill Anarchists. 

MANCHESTER. 8 pm. Jane and David Graham, 
58 High Lane, Chorlton. Discussion, local 
activity. Tel: 061-381 1788. 


19 November, Tuesday 


BEXLEYHEATH. 7.30 pm. ‘‘ Lord Bexley "’ (opp 
Bexleyheath Clock Tower), Bexleyheath Folk 
Centre. Bexley Peace Action Group. 
HASTINGS. 7.30 pm. Centre for Studies in Social 
Isolation, 80 Norman Road, St Leonards-on-Sea, 
Sussex. Open meeting and discussion group. 
INVOLVE (International Voluntary Village 
Enterprise). 

LONDON NW6. 8 pm. 16 Kilburn House, 
Malvern Place, Kilburn Anarchists. 

LONDON Wi. 7.30 pm. 24 Warren Street. Dis- 
cussion Meeting. ‘‘ People’s War ’’, Introduced 
by Tim Beal. SACU. 


20 November, Wednesday 


LEICESTER, 8 pm. 1 The Crescent, King Street. 
Leicester Project—libertarian peace action and 
discussion. 


LONDON NZ. 


Uxbridge 
blues 


“White Hart’, 
Folk, jazz, 


7.30 pm. Basement Flat, 23 
Ellington Street. Libertarian Teachers Associa- 
tion—-open mecting to discuss practical 
projects. Details: FIN 6954. 


LONDON NW1. 8.30 to 11 pm. Unity Theatre, 
Goldington Crescent. Folk Club. Bar, singers 
welcome, silver callection. 


SWINDON. 7.30 pm. Friends Meeting House. A 
Debate: ‘t That Peace Is Worth Fighting For’). 
Chairman: Trevor Cockbill. PPU/FoR. 


21 November, Thursday 


BEXLEYHEATH. § pm. ‘‘ Lord Bexley ’’, Broad- 
way. Peace Action Group meeting. 

BRIGHTON. 12.15 to 2 pm, Friends Centre, Ship 
Street. Oxfam lunch hour. 


HULL. 8 pm. Blue Bell Inn, Lowgate, ‘‘ The 
Freedom Folk ’’—folksong, ballads, blues, 
poetry, 


LONDON EI1. 8 pm. Friends House, Bush Road. 
Meeting E10/E11 PPU. 


LONDON WC1. 7.30 pm. Russell Hotel, Russell 
Square. Carbohydrate deficiency now threatens 
mass death in Biafra. Special extended meeting 
open to all interested in emergency action. Save 
Biafra Committee. Tel: 272 5524. 


LONDON W2. 7.30 pm. Porchester Hall (Small) 
in Queensway. Film Show: ‘‘ Tunnel Warfare ”’, 
Set in 1937, a story illustrating Mao Tse-Tung’s 
theory on People’s War. SACU. 


SOUTHEND. 8 pm. Civic Centre. Chemical and 
Biological Warfare. Do You Know The Facts? 
Chairman: Anthony Pearson-Clarke. Speakers: 
Jonathan Rosenhead MA MSc: Dr Robert Smith 
PhD: Dr Norman MacDonald MD FRCPE, 
Southend AC8WOC. 


22-24 November, Fri-Sun 


WEST GERMANY. Frankfurt. ICDP Conflict 
Education and Library Trust Seminar on 
‘“‘ Alternatives in Europe '’. Inquiries/Bookings: 
ICDP, 6 Endsleigh Street, London WCi. 


28 November, Thursday 


LONDON W8. 6.30 to 10 pm. Commonwealth 
Institute, Kensington High Street. International 
Ramdhun: the second in a series honouring 
Mahatma Gandhi during Gandhi Centenary 
Year. Opening Speaker: Lady Pamela Hicks. 
Adm free. 


Special offer for new readers 


6 weeks 
Peace News 


post free trial 5s 


STUDENTS: 10 weeks for 5s. 
AIR EDITION: 8 weeks for 10s. 
AMERICA: 6 weeks for 1 dollar. 


SEND this coupon to Peace News, 
5 Caledonian Road, London N1. 


BLOCK LETTERS, PLEASE. 


Name 


Address 


So at last Big Brother has caught 
up with John Peel. I rather ex- 
pected some kind of explosion 
when I heard him and John Wells 
of Private Eye telling it how it is 
about Biafra on last week’s Wed- 
nesday Night Ride on Radio 1. 
I know some readers may be get- 
ting irritated at my occasional 
Peel plugs, but the occasion calls 
for another one. 


Every time I listen to John Peel’s 
programmes it’s brought home to 
me how much is screened out 
from virtually all broadcasting. 
When he’s on the air-waves, a 
kind of direct concern, and an 
openness and honesty that is light 
years removed from what passes 
as such with virtually every other 
professional broadcaster, is im- 
mediately apparent. 


+f * *K 


The Biafra piece last week went 
further than I have ever heard 
in the direction of un-phoney 
comment on radio. Small wonder 
all the uproar. It’s interesting to 
speculate whether the Labour 
Party specially monitors John 
Peel, or whether it was just 
Harold lying awake with indiges- 
tion, turning on the wireless by 
chance. 


I suggest that a few letters to the 
BBC from listeners saying they 
particularly appreciated the item, 
and the programme in general, 
would not come amiss. And if 
you’ve never heard Night Ride it 
might be an idea to sample it— 


JOHN 
BALL'S 
COLUMN 


12.05 am on Wednesday nights. 
I don’t always like it all, but the 
same applies to Peace News. And 
it’s great company when you’re 
changing nappies after midnight. 


* * * 


Still on the subject of late-night 
broadcasts: Thames TV are run- 
ning a series called Ways to God, 
in which Kenneth Robinson (not 
the Minister of Health) chats to 
representatives of various exotic 
religions. Sunday last was the 
turn of the Shintoists. 


Kenneth Robinson confidently 
opens: “Shintoism is one of the 
three main religions of Japan, the 
others being Buddhism and 
Christianity. Now you are a 
Shintoist—or should IJ say a 
Shinto? ” 


The interviewee, a very pretty 
Japanese girl, sweetly smiles. 
“No, I am a Roman Catholic.” 
Long drawn-out seconds while it 


dawns on Kenneth Robinson that 
someone has blundered. “ But I 
am very interested in Shintoism.” 


* * * 


I see that Anne Kerr MP was 
stirred by the jailing of Pat 
Arrowsmith and Andrew Pap- 
worth to act in a most unparlia- 
mentary manner last week. She 
interrupted a debate on a trivial 
point of order, and when she’d got 
the attention of the House, added: 
“Tt seems unimportant—and why 
is Miss Arrowsmith in prison to- 
night? ” 

If all the so-called “Left” and 
“Radical” MPs acted in this 
style, perhaps they’d be a bit 
more respected. 


* * * 


A friend reports that children at a 
local school have taken to linking 
arms, VSC-style, and charging to 
and fro across the playground 
shouting ‘“‘ Revolution! ” So per- 
haps the authorities will do some- 
thing about discouraging war-toys 
after all—in self-defence. 


Another plug: free food and 
soup was supplied throughout the 
night to demonstrators at Elliott’s 
last week by The Macrobiotic 
Restaurant (Bishops Bridge Road, 
Paddington) and The Refectory 
(Buckingham Gate, Victoria). So 
now you know where to have that 
meal. Good food, low prices—plus 
the right attitude towards demon- 
strations. 


CLAS SHPrleD 


Coming events 
Conference: 


YOUNG ADULTS Contact 
‘Alternatives to Anarchy’’. Speaker: 
J. H. Ten Siethoff. Rudolf Steiner Hall, 35 
Park Road, London NW}. Saturday, Novem- 
ber 16, 10 am to 5 pm: Sunday, November 
17, 10.30 am to 1 pm. Conference fee: Sat 
8s, Sun 2s, 


Personal 


ADVICE on all sexual problems, Books and 
contraceptive products supplied. Write to 
Mrs Jane Pemberton, Ray & Clark Ltd, 
Turnpike Lane, Hitchin, Herts. 


DUREX Gossamer 8s 6d dozen. Durex 
Fetherlite 14s 6d dozen. Durex Gold Pack 
12s dozen, Real Skins three for l5s 6d. 
Dept PN, Personal Service, 626 Leeds Road, 
Dewsbury. 


FOURTEEN poems broadcast, six others in 
Tribune, five in Peace News. ‘‘ The Green 
Man "fertility poems 10s from Norman 
Iles, 381 Marine Road, Morecambe, Lancs. 


MAN, 32, seeks love/marriage. He is 
agnostic, educated, PN reader, intel- 
lectual: a hippy with bourgeois tendencies. 
Interested films, books, especially science 
fiction. Said to be Kind, reltable, affection- 
ate, good with money, informal dresser. 
Slightly dubious about having his own 
children, but can stand other people’s, if 
well behaved. 5ft 6in tall, slim build, looks 
much younger than his age. His ideal: a 
girl aged 26 or younger, cultured, lively 
mind, slim figure. Race/status immaterial. 
Sick sense of humour an advantage. Photo 
aot pti cameeurne d {reciprocated Box no 
0. 


PARTNER required. Parity. Northern dis- 
pensing general medical practice. Box no 
870. 


TRAIN to be an earning writer at home 
now. Free brochure with pleasure. Screen 
Associates, Suite 500, Chesham House, 150 
Regent Street, London W1. 


TYPING, manuscripts, theses, etc. Sue 
Pottle, 4c Willow Buildings, Willow Road, 
NW3. SWI 4192. 

WHEN IN a Co-op Shop, 
Co-op number 336943, or send us the divi- 
dend cheque. The resulting dividend will 
be paid into Peace News fund. Try learn- 
ing the number. 


quote London 


Publications 


FREEDOM PRESS publish Anarchy monthly 
2s, Freedom weekly 6d, Trial subscriptions 
to both for two months: 8s post free. 84B 
Whitechapel High Street (Angel Alley) 
London El. 


LEAFLETS, posters, a wide rartge of peace 
radical, and political literature (and any 
book in print) can be obtained through 
Housmans, the Peace News booksellers, 
Sale or return selections for meetings etc 
(everything arranged for you). Write or 
call: Housmans, 5 Caledonian Road, Lon- 
don N1, TER 4473. 


SOCIALIST LEADER for outspoken views 
and comment. For peace and freedom, 6d 
weekly from: 197 Kings Cross Road, Lon- 
don WCl. 


Published by Peace News Ltd at 5 
Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London N1 
and printed tn Great Britain by Goodwin 
Press (TU) Ltd at 135 Fonthill Road, 
N4, Registcred at GPO as Newspaper. 


Situations vacant 

DISARMAMENT CAMPAIGN requires for 
about 6 months Organising Secretary to 
correspond and arrange interviews and 
follow-up with national and international 


organisations, to prepare reports and 
tabulate results, -under direction of 
General Secretary. Apply Secretary, 


Friends Peace and International Relations 
Committee, Friends House, Euston Road, 
London NW1. 


For sale 


ONLY a few left. Colourful Dutch (English 
text) psychedelic peace posters. Two de- 
signs—l6in x 24in—3s 6d each post paid. 
Housmans, 5 Caledonian Road, N1, 


SELLOPTAPE DISPENSERS and envelopes 
of many sizes and ail kinds of stationery 
for personal, group, or cffice use, Get all 
your supplies from Housmans (the Peace 
News booksellers) 5 Caledonian Road, 
Kings Cross, London Nl. 


Wanted 


BOOKS, pamphlets bought. Hammersmith 
Books, Liffords Place, SW13. PRO 7254, 


Cinema 

NEW CINEMA CLUB, ‘' No one who takes 
a serious interest in cinema can afford to 
stay out''—-Tribune, Free booklet illus- 
trates why, 122 Wardour Street, Wl. 01-734 
5888. 


Theatre 

UNITY EUS 8647. Opens tonight. English 
premiere of ‘' The RKent’’ by Theodore 
Roszak. A play showing the roots of 
violence in America. Perfs Sat/Sun at 


Ee 7.45 pm. Tickets 10s, 7s 6d, and 5s. 
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